second  stage meeting   (RX-29,   Art. XXIV(d)).     Bryant  had not elected to go
to immediate arbitration and  knew the  second stage meeting which he had
requested was   set  for Tuesday,  March 11. 55/    Furthermore,  whether or not
a second  stage meeting was held,  the collective bargaining agreement
guaranteed Bryant  five days from the date the suspension notice issued to
file a  formal  request  for arbitration (RX-29,  Art.  XXIV(d)).-    Bryant
testified   that  on Monday afternoon he was only on the third day of the
five days allowed  to file his  request for arbitration.  56/

Bryant made no  effort,  according to    him,   to reach Nichols over the
weekend or at any time Monday prior to the time Lewis  Blevins warned him
against  doing anything  that might be  construed  as a  signal for a sympathy
strike.     It  was only at  that point  that Bryant determined he had  to seek
Nichols  that afternoon and,   if necessary,   on the mine  site..

I find  that  Bryant who was  Chairman of the Mine Committee and who
was advised  and  represented throughout the grievance and  arbitration pro-
ceedings  by a  knowledgeable District 28 representative  knew or  should have
known there was no urgent  need for him to meet with James Nichols to  sign
a request   for arbitration before Nichols went underground with the  second
shift at  4:00 p.m.,  Monday March 10, 1980.     I further  find  that his claimed

55/    Because  of the work stoppage  that  occurred on Monday afternoon,  this
meeting was   postponed  until Monday,  March 17.

56/    Since  the suspension notice issued at 4:00 p.m.,  Friday, March 7,
1980 Bryant  had  until 4:00 p.m.,  Wednesday, March 12,  1980 to  file his
formal grievance and  request for arbitration by an umpire.    Bryant knew,
of course,  that  if there was a strike management would refuse to go forward
with the second  stage meeting until the men returned to work.    He also knew
that  this  would  automatically toll the running of the  five day period.

1430e,  that
